This article explores the involvement of the Norman nobility in the wars between Christians and Muslims in the Ebro Valley in the first half of the 12 th Century. The work recognises how the participation of this particular ethno-cultural group in the peninsula was renovated to a certain degree by the deeds and religious transformation that took place as a result of the preaching and success of the First Crusade. Furthermore, by exploring the careers of Rotrou of Perche, Robert Burdet and Walter Guidvilla this piece demonstrates how their religiosity as well as the filial relations and traditional desire for wealth that characterise this group of warriors, made the Iberian theatre of conflict so attractive at this particular period. Also, this article, tries to show how their Iberians lay and clerical coreligionists perceived the usefulness of these Norman contingents in their conflict with the Almoravids.
by Robert Carthuse and Bohemond of Taranto in the Levant, the frontier seems to have attracted a new wave of enthusiasm from this group who historically had not been shy from adventurous desire for land and plunder from Scotland to Antioch, but now were being promised spiritual rewards for their endeavours as well. Bohemond of Taranto and his conquest of the city of Antioch during the First Crusade showed Normans the possibilities for material and spiritual rewards that could be achieved under this new type of warring pilgrimage. 6 On the other hand, the gradual sacralisation of the Iberian theatre would allow those whose resources were more limited to have access to some of these rewards. In the early decades of the twelfth century, there were a few Norman crusaders who played an important role in the wars of reconquest in Navarre, Aragon and Catalonia. They were Rotrou of Perche and his followers: Sylvester of Saint-Calais, Reginald of Bailleul, Roger of Falais, Walter de Guidvilla, Geoffrey of Argentan, Algrin of Sechrouvre, Robert of Judas and Robert Burdet. 7 Of these, the most significant in the documentary and narrative sources are Rotrou and Robert Burdet. Rotrou's contribution in the Iberian Reconquista soon after the capture of Zaragoza (1118) allowed him to acquire a lordship in Tudela and to be involved in different crusading themed campaigns against the Almoravids. Robert Burdet is remembered for his involvement in New Catalonia where he managed to gain the title of prince under the suzerainty of the church of the spiritually important city of Tarragona. Sylvester and Reginald, on the other hand, did not seem to acquire much with regards to lands preferring to return home, according to Orderic Vitalis, which illustrates the penitential aspects of their involvement. 8 Some of the others such as Walter de Guidvilla seem to have acquired some lands displaying that as in the Holy Land the crusaders were equally eager to embark on this kind of expedition for enrichment of the body as well as the soul. 9 It is, therefore, the purpose of this article to review the careers of these Normans in Iberia in order to illustrate how the Ebro frontier began to be perceived as a legitimate theatre for the crusading movement from the earlier decades of the twelfth century, not only for Iberians, Gascon and Occitan nobles but also for northern crusaders whose traditions were very different from their southern counterparts. The main narrative source for both Rotrou's and Robert's involvement in Iberia is Orderic Vitalis's Ecclesiastical History, which was completed by the Norman monk a few years after the events. This chronicle has been most recently translated by Chibnal in an Oxford edition. 11 Furthermore, there are some narrative Iberian sources like the fourteenth-century Chronicle of San Juan de la Peña and the sixteenth-century Los Anales de la Corona de Aragon, which are slightly less precise because of their temporal dislocation with the subject matter, but nonetheless can be used to cross reference some of the events. Also, there is a great amount of documentary evidence surviving in the archives of Spain and France which helps to confirm some of Orderic's claims as well as helping to further our understanding of these Normans' participation in the Iberian conflict. 12 The Norman involvement in the Iberian wars has been studied previously by some French and Iberian historians such as Dozy, Bonnasie, Defourneux, Almaparte and Laliena as part of the French intervention in the peninsular conflict but they have not been singled out in comparison to the Norman involvement in other theatres of war in the period such as the British Isles, Sicily and the Levant. 
Origins of Rotrou of Perche
Rotrou of Perche's position as a count on the frontier of Île de France and Normandy is relatively well-documented. Also, his importance during the wars between Robert Curthose and Henry I in Normandy has made him an attractive figure to historians of the period. Kathleen Thompson has produced a full account of his Norman ventures on her work on the county of Perche.
14 Rotrou was the only surviving son of Geoffrey of Montagne, viscount of Perche, and inherited the county from his father in 1099 while he took part in the First Crusade. 15 Rotrou's engagement in the crusade probably occurred as a result of Robert Curthose's decision to take the cross in 1095. 16 He might also have been inspired by his father's involvement in the Norman conquest of England. However, judging from his later ventures, it is likely that he had some religious inspiration for taking part in such an innovative but expensive journey. Rotrou's contribution in the First Crusade is not as well documented as those of the more famous Normans like Bohemond of Taranto, Tancred, and Robert Curthose. 17 On the other hand, there are some references to his gallantry in the sieges of Nicea and Antioch. 18 In the Chanson d'Antioch and the Chronicle of William of Tyre, Rotrou is mentioned as one of the most heroic figures in the capture of Antioch and later as the commander of one of the counterattacks which dislodged the Muslim coalition forces that unsuccessfully tried to retake the city. 19 It seems that Rotrou's participation in the crusade enhanced his personal prestige since he started to style himself as a count, a higher-ranking title than that of his father. 20 Soon after his return from the Holy Land, according to Orderic, Rotrou was involved in an Iberian campaign against the Muslims in Aragon where he and his Norman followers attempted to help Alfonso I the Battler. Unfortunately, there is no Iberian source that corroborates Orderic's claims. 21 On the other hand, a letter that survives from St Anslem of Canterbury (1103) does suggest that at least the then Bishop Diego Galmirez of Saint James of Compostela had requested aid in the war against the Muslims in the peninsula.
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Archbishop Anslem who had not been particularly eager to encourage participation in the First Crusade, was adamant that the Anglo-Norman knights were in no position to help in the struggle against the enemies of the faith. 23 Although the letter requested aid for Galicia and not the Ebro Valley, it is evident that contacts did exist around the time of the mentioned expedition. 24 Therefore, the letter illustrates that soon after the successes of the First Crusade in Palestine the Iberian rulers and prelates were eager to attract foreign aid in their perceived sacred struggle against Islam.
Rotrou's crusading venture, according to Orderic's version of the events, ended when the Aragonese plotted against their Norman coreligionists. 25 If the plot did exist and it was not a creation of Cluniac gossip against Alfonso as Nelson has suggested, it could be argued that it was a demonstration of the displeasure that the Aragonese nobility felt towards their foreign allies' involvement in their internal affairs. This sentiment was not unlike the antagonism felt by members of the Castilian and Leonese nobility against the Burgundian sons-in-law of Alfonso VI of Castile Leon.
26 This is a theme that seems to have been repeated throughout the history of foreign involvement in the Iberian wars against Islam as Garcia Fitz and Novoa Portela have recently commented on their monograph.
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On the other hand, it is likely that the real justification for the short-lived venture was probably the degeneration of the situation in Normandy as Nelson argues, or perhaps Pedro I sent the Norman contingents back home without using their services for local reasons. If this expedition took place between 1104 and 1105 as Nelson has suggested, Pedro I of Aragon had a truce with the Taifa of Zaragoza. So it is likely that the arrival of an eager group of Norman crusaders did not fit with his immediate political manoeuvres.
28 This is perhaps the origin of the frustration perceived by some of the crusaders who had hoped to fight in Spain but felt betrayed by the local Iberians' desire to maintain their truce with the Almoravids. If the Normans' visit took place in 1105, it might have coincided with the succession of the Navarro-Aragonese realm from Pedro I to Alfonso I, making their situation inconvenient in those circumstances. Then Alfonso I's later minor conquests of Ejea 1105 and Tamarite 1107 might have helped to increase the displeasure felt by the Normans for their inability to have a share of the spoils.
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There is an interesting similarity between Orderic's story and an episode involving an earlier Norman named Roger of Tosny who had gone to Iberia and returned as a result of the treachery of the local Iberians. 30 Roger of Tosny's career in the Catalan counties was narrated briefly by Ademar of Chabannes and the Northern French Chronicle of Saint Pierre Le Vif de Sens. 31 In their narratives both chroniclers explained that the Norman was involved in a series of wars against the Andalusi on behalf of the countess of Barcelona. However, they both agreed that he returned to Normandy after being 25 32 In any case these actions have a certain similarity with Orderic's version of the events of Rotrou's first misadventure in Iberia. It is possible that this earlier occurrence either confused or influenced Orderic's views on the failure in this particular venture. Also, the treachery of the local Iberians was not unlike the one supposedly contrived against Roland in the famous epic poem. 33 Moreover, Linehan has noted that in the twelfth century some in Frankish lands believed the tales of Charlemagne's conquest of Iberia and the hypothetical inability or treachery of the local Christians in keeping it under Christian rule. 
Origins of Robert Burdet
According to Orderic Vitalis, Robert Burdet was originally from the village of Cullei (Rabodanges) in Normandy. 35 From the name used by Orderic in his chronicle, one may infer that Robert Burdet belonged to the branch of the family who stayed in Normandy after the Norman conquest of England. Nevertheless, it is also possible that he may have had Anglo-Norman connections since, as Orderic affirms, Robert's first wife Sybil was a daughter of William le Chèvre, which the PASE Domesday identifies as a landowner in Devon by 1086. 36 In his edition of Orderic's chronicle, Le Prévost mentioned a link between the Burdet family in Normandy, which as Chibnal has correctly asserted, was still flourishing in the middle of the twelfth century and the branch of the same family who arrived in England soon after the Norman conquest and settled in Leicestershire. 37 According to Chibnal, the Burdets were vassals of the Grandmesnils in Normandy. 38 Also, if Robert Burdet was indeed from Cullei as Orderic has claimed, there was a noticeable feudal arrangement in this locality before his departure that perhaps influenced his later decision to accept the over-lordship of the church in his newly acquired frontier fiefdom. As Haskins and Chibnal have noted, the village of Cullei had been granted as a fiefdom to the Abbey of Saint-Évroult by Hugh de Grandmesnil at some point in the mid-eleventh century and the arrangement was maintained until Orderic's time. 39 More interestingly, a certain Samson of Cullei who is mentioned in several charters from the reigns of William I and Henry I seems to have kept a close connection with the Abbey 32 VillegaS, "Roger of Tosny's Adventures", pp. 7-8. 33 where also Orderic Vitalis was based. 40 However, the exact relation between the Burdet family and the lords of Cullei is far from clear. Orderic himself does not say anything about their relation except for his claim that Robert was from this locality. Yet, it seems likely that he was related to this family in some way. Robert at least was acquainted with the feudal arrangement of his home locality with the abbey. In the chartulary of Burton Lazars, Leicestershire, there are a series of documents relating to members of the Burdet family. 41 Unfortunately, this collection does not make allusion to any specific dates or other indications that would relate them to Robert or his close relatives. There is, however, a Robert Burdet whom Crouch calls Robert I, who held fiefs in the area from Hugh de Grandmesnil.
42 Robert I could be an ancestor of the Robert in question. This is probably the same Robert Burdet who is also mentioned as one of the retainers of Ivo de Grandmesnil and appears as a witness in the foundation charter of Kirby priory (1077). 43 Certainly, this Robert Burdet is not the same one who went to Iberia during the 1120's. Crouch speculates that it was either one of his sons or grandsons. 
Origins of Walter of Guidvilla
Another Norman participant whose origins are more shadowy is Gualter or Walter de Guidvilla. He might have been from the region of Eure in central Normandy, not too far from Calvados, as documentary evidence in the area suggests. 45 Furthermore, a certain Huge of Guidvilla appears in Domesday Book as a tenant of the Grandmesnils in Leicestershire and a family with this surname flourished in Yorkshire from the early twelfth century as shown by Greenway. 46 The connections between these two and the Norman crusader are, however, far from certain. Laliena has suggested that Walter was the brother of Robert Guidvilla who had fiefdoms in Northamptonshire and York and who was a vassal of Nigel d'Aubigny. 47 It is more likely, however, that Walter was a member of a branch of the family with cross-channel connections but based in Normandy, since this would more easily explain his attachment to Rotrou's expedition. If this is so, it is noticeable that as Robert Burdet's family, the Guidvillas in Normandy were also vassals of the Grandmesnils. Thus it is likely that Robert Burdet and Walter de Guidvilla were medievaliSmo, 27, 2017, 353-376 · iSSn: 1131-8155 361
acquainted with each other in Normandy. Ivo de Grandmesnil had participated in the First Crusade, which might have given these vassals the idea of joining a crusading venture. So it is possible that their families had members who had been involved as part of their feudal obligations. 48 Ivo's infamous cowardice at the siege of Antioch might not have been a deterrent for joining the better-reputed Rotrou in his new venture. 49 On the other hand, if Robert or Walter had been involved in the First Crusade as Ivo's vassals, their involvement in Iberia might have been seen as an opportunity to redeem their families' reputation from any tarnishing that they might have suffered by their association. As noted by Aird, the accusations of cowardice in the battlefield had an important repercussion on the nobles' ability to maintain their own authority. For example, Stephen of Blois had to return to the Holy Land in order to salvage his family reputation after his perceived cowardice at the Siege of Antioch. 
The Norman tradition of involvement in Iberia
This group was not the first northern contingent to come to Iberia to fight; there was already a flourishing tradition of Frankish influx into the peninsular campaigns by the beginning of the twelfth century. 51 Some calls to aid the Iberian kingdoms and counties were made all across France to attract warriors to fight in the campaigns against the Muslims since the fall of the Caliphate of Cordoba. 52 Although for most of the eleventh century the Iberian monarchs had used the church connections to encourage the involvement of the Franks in the Iberian struggle, the First Crusade to Palestine placed the institution as the main power behind the promulgation of the Iberian conflict as a legitimate theatre for those interested in gaining remission of sins by fighting the Muslims. 53 Thanks to the momentum, which followed the success of the First Crusade to the Holy Land, more and more calls for crusading in Iberia were being made. 54 The Iberian frontier would have been equally attractive as the Holy Land as a result of its proximity. So unlike the people who went to the First Crusade, the knights going to Iberia did not need much wealth to finance their journey.
The clergy's desire to attract Frankish involvement
Furthermore, Oleguer Archbishop of Tarragona and Bernard Archbishop of Toledo were keen to attract foreign soldiers to aid in the wars of conquest of Al-Andalus. 55 Oleguer might have played an important role in Robert's and Rotrou's decision to go to Spain. In 1116, Oleguer, bishop of Barcelona, was elected archbishop of the still deserted see of Tarragona. 56 A year later, Ramon Berenguer III, count of Barcelona, granted the lands of Tarragona to the recently-elected archbishop. 57 In the grant the count did not only give the city to the metropolitan, but also encouraged the prelate to move to the urban centre. 58 The city of Tarragona was taken by the count of Barcelona in 1091, but the re-settlement of the region was not very successful. Tarragona had become almost a no-man's-land where settlers were afraid to live for fear of Andalusi raids. Since its reconquest in 1091, the bishops of Osona had held the title of archbishop, but had shown little interest in its physical restoration. 59 Pope Paschal II had issued a crusading bull for the physical restoration of the see in 1116 that might have been used by the prelate to attract would-be-crusaders. 60 There is some evidence that Oleguer did attempt to repopulate the area before granting it to Robert. For example, in October 1128, according to a document that exists as a copy in the chartulary of the Cathedral of Vic, he donated the Church of St Saviour located in the suburbs of the city to the bishop of Osona with its rights to gather alms. 61 Moreover, Masnou has shown quite convincingly that the bishop of Osona had been engaged rather whole-hardly, onto the venture of repopulating the area in the second decade of the twelfth century with only minor success. Bishop Ramon Gaufred of Osona was so invested in to the venture that he apparently bankrupted his own diocese attempting to resettle the area in order to fence off the disputed claims of jurisdiction over the dioceses of the Hispanic March from the Archbishop of Narbonne. 62 This suggests that at least there were some settlers already arriving in the area at the time of Robert's appointment. On the other hand, it is not certain that many were prepared to settle permanently in the region long before that date, which might have encouraged Oleguer to go to France to the councils of Toulouse (1118) and Rheims (1119), armed with Paschal's bull, with the important mission of recruiting soldiers to help defend his newly acquired principality.
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The count of Barcelona probably hoped that by granting Tarragona, the archbishop would use his influence to repopulate the city. Ramon Berenguer III seems to have had little zeal for conquest throughout his reign with the exception of the ephemeral conquest of the Balearic Islands in 1115. 64 However, in his transitory conquest of Majorca, he used Norman contingents from southern Italy, who had introduced him to the potential of the Normans as allies against the Muslims.
65 He might even have benefited from papal support for this expedition creating a precedence for crusading endeavours in the area. 66 The Norman contingents were also perhaps encouraged by Calixtus II's Lateran Council Crusading bull (1123) in which he compared the war in the east with the Iberian struggle and gave its participants the same remission of sins as those heading for Jerusalem. 67 Certainly, these comparisons between the wars in the east and those in Spain were not completely alien to the peninsular clergy. Since the time of Alexander II and Gregory VII, they had received support from the papacy to encourage Frankish involvement in Spain. 68 Moreover, Urban II and his successors were prepared to grant indulgences to those getting involved in the Iberian campaigns against the Muslims as he had offered to the participants of the First Crusade. Indeed, this official encouragement from the papacy helped to make the new archbishop keener to try to restore his see. Also, the precarious position of the archiepiscopal see with its depopulated territories certainly forced the new prelate to call for help on the northern side of the Pyrenees. 69 This is suggested in the charter of the donation of Tarragona to Robert by Oleguer where he makes allusion to the aid supplied by Popes Galesius II and Calixtus II in securing the possession of Tarragona. 70 Perhaps Tarragona's proximity to the well-armed and prosperous Muslim city of Tortosa dissuaded the local Catalan nobles from maintaining garrisoned castles, preferring to keep the area as a buffer zone. 71 Although there is no complete record of Oleguer's intervention at Rheims, Orderic Vitalis does say that he was present and it is plausible that he addressed the council about his problems in defending his archiepiscopal see and attempted to encourage his French counterparts to assist him. 72 This is something for which he might have had the support of Calixtus II, who being related to many of the most powerful people in the peninsula, was keen to promulgate the crusading movement in the area. 73 It is likely that Robert Burdet, Walter de Guidvilla and the others joined Rotrou's army while in Normandy and when the latter decided to travel to Spain to fight, the rest simply followed. If Orderic's account of Rotrou's earlier expedition to the peninsula in the first decade of the twelfth century is to be believed, he knew the conditions and potential for conquering land there. 74 Rotrou's earlier experience as a crusader made him keen to join this new crusading venture like his contemporary and fellow veteran of the First Crusade, Gaston de Bearn. 75 The Ebro valley was rich in agricultural produce as it is today and the prospect of holding lands there would have surely attracted the attention of the Normans. 76 For instance, Robert Burdet's later career suggests that he had been prepared to stay in these new territories while Rotrou, though eager to gain land, had no interest in staying. Rotrou had experience holding fiefs as an absentee landlord in England where he held his wife's dowry.
Other reasons for the Norman interest in the Ebro Frontier
Apart from these, there is also some circumstantial evidence that helps to explain Rotrou's reasoning for joining the expedition. Rotrou was Alfonso I's first cousin through their mothers and belonged to the well-connected Roucys. 77 Interestingly, Count Eblous II of Roucy who was Rotrou's and Alfonso's mutual maternal uncle had contemplated a crusading-like expedition into Iberia at the behest of Pope Gregory VII in the 1070's. 78 That this expedition did not take place would not have mattered. This earlier planned venture could have served as a prototype for later endeavours and would have helped to keep the Iberian theatre as a legitimate area for involvement from Rotrou's family's point of view. 79 Moreover, Beatrix of Roucy, Rotrou's mother seems to have influenced her son with her devotion for the well-connected monastery of Cluny. 80 The Cluniacs as many historians have suggested were partially responsible for the proclamation of the benefits of holy war against the enemies of Christ in Iberia. 81 With their connections to the Iberian monarchs of Leon, they had acquired a substantial number of daughter religious houses in the pilgrimage route to the Shrine of St James of Compostela, one of the most revered pilgrimage sites in Europe. 82 Their special relation with the Iberian theatre might have placed them as important conduits of the idea of fighting in the western frontier for the Norman nobility and more specifically for Rotrou and his followers. Rotrou might have had other circumstantial reasons for helping his cousin. In the White Ship tragedy King Henry I was left without a male heir 83 and Rotrou lost his wife and two nephews. 84 This personal tragedy might have encouraged him to go on crusade as penance for his perceived sins. 85 Thompson suggests that Rotrou might also have found it politically convenient to be away from Normandy on a crusading venture as a public display of his sorrow for the loss of his wife, who after all was Henry I's daughter. 86 In doing so he could avoid being drawn into the succession crisis that he perhaps anticipated in the Anglo-Norman domains. According to the evidence, Robert acquired his position in Tarragona while he was in charge of Tudela. So when he set off for Aragon, he was not taking part because he had been directly invited by the archbishop. Instead, he might have been inspired by the success of earlier Normans, who had taken part in the Iberian wars and had been rewarded with the spoils of battle or fiefs under the local Iberian rulers. 87 So after taking some kind of crusading vow, he might have decided to travel to Spain as part of the retinue of Rotrou, a veteran of the First Crusade. This expedition would have seemed a perfect way to gain remission of his sins and simultaneously increase his personal prestige and possessions. 89 which does suggest that he believed himself to be a crusader or at least Orderic saw him as such. This further suggests that Robert did possess some religious motivation for his venture in Iberia even though, unlike his fellow Normans, Sylvester of Saint-Calais and Reginald of Bailleul, he did not return permanently to Normandy. In the interim, Alfonso I (the Battler) of Aragon had been trying to attract knights from across the Pyrenees, who would help increase his power to face the Almoravid threat. By 1117 the Almoravids seem to have been able to reverse most of the Christian gains for the previous hundred years and more importantly for his own political position, they had captured the economically significant city of Zaragoza. 90 Although the Almoravids had been in Spain since the last decades of the eleventh century, by this time they had managed to unify almost the whole of Al-Andalus. 91 The increasing power of the Almoravids over Islamic Spain helped to produce crusading fever among many of the nobles from Southern France who had originally contributed to the First Crusade. They were being called to fight for Christianity again, but this time against a threat, which was much closer to home. 92 Gelasius II even promised remission of sins to those who joined the Aragonese monarch in his crusade to take Zaragoza and to fight against the Almoravid invaders who had conquered it from its native Muslim Taifa king in 1110. 93 It is, however, unlikely that Rotrou took part in the conquest of Zaragoza in person, since during this time it is more likely that he was fighting with his ally and overlord Henry I of England against the Count of Flanders and the King of France. 94 According to Orderic Vitalis, in September 1119, Rotrou played a vital role in the reconciliation between his nephew Richer de l'Aquile and King Henry I. 95 Rotrou also appears as the main signatory in a reconfirmation charter for the Abbey of Arcisses in Normandy in 1120. 96 However, since Rotrou did receive some sectors of Zaragoza some years after its conquest, he might have contributed in some way. Perhaps Robert and others might have been sent in Rotrou's name to get involved in this campaign. However, in the earliest fueros of the city, neither Rotrou nor any other recognisable Norman is mentioned among the witnesses, while Gascons and nobles of the Midi are. 97 Thompson suggests that another Norman, Reginald Bailleul sheriff of Shropshire, might have been involved after a dispute with Henry I in Normandy in 1119. 98 However, there is no surviving Aragonese document that could confirm her theory. There is a document that Lacarra dated 1121, in which a certain Fobert appears as witness in Zaragoza. 99 This document only survives as a copy, so it is difficult to ascertain if this was a copying mistake. Also, the surname is not given, so it is impossible to know for certain whether Robert arrived in Aragon at an earlier date. The fall of Zaragoza in 1118 and Tudela in 1119 to the Christian armies under Alfonso the Battler would have been encouraging for knights hoping to gain fortune. Also, the great Christian victory at Calamocha in June 1120 where Duke William IX of Aquitaine helped the forces of the Aragonese monarch defeat the armies gathered by the Almoravids to conquer the Ebro valley, might have inspired further contributions from the Norman nobility. 100 This victory certainly improved the reputation of Duke William IX of Aquitaine who had taken part in the ill-fated crusade of 1101 to the Holy Land. 101 William's achievement in Iberia would have been known across the Frankish lands. 102 The reference to the great loot would have encouraged Rotrou's already pious disposition for the financial benefits of such a venture. Rotrou and his Norman and Frankish followers may have arrived around 1123, or perhaps a year or two earlier for the Aragonese campaigns in the valley of the Ebro against Zaragoza and Tudela, but more likely in the campaign against Lleida. 103 However, there is no mention of them in any of the contemporary sources referring to Alfonso I's campaign in Andalusia. Even Orderic, who was keen to exaggerate and give examples of Norman exploits, does not confirm their participation in these expeditions. Although Rotrou is mentioned in the Chronicle of San Juan de La Peña and later by Zurita as the person responsible for the conquest of Tudela, Nelson has shown this to be inaccurate since the city fell in 1119. 104 Also, Rotrou does not appear in the earliest Christian documents of Tudela.
The Normans' material rewards
In surviving records, Rotrou is first mentioned in a twelfth-century copy of a charter dated 1121. 105 In this document he appears as a signatory witness to a donation by Alfonso I to Prior Bernard of the church of Saint Mary in Tudela. The dating of this charter has been brought into question in the latest edition by Lema who believes that it was not earlier than 1124 or 25. 106 The first undisputed mention of the Norman contingents occurs in April 1123. 107 Although in this charter Rotrou is named as Comes Retro in Tudela, Robert is not mentioned as Alcaite. He is just named as one of the witnesses. 108 This suggests that Robert was not appointed to the post at the same time as Rotrou was granted the city by Alfonso. In this charter Rotrou gave some houses in Zaragoza to a certain Sabino, one of his retainers, for his services. 109 Although this grant does not mention Robert as a milite, it does seem to confirm through the list of witnesses that Robert was part of Rotrou's retinue together with others who also seem to be from France including Elrich d'Orleans and Walter de Gaul. 110 Even though this charter is the first one to confirm Rotrou's arrival, it suggests that he had gained possession of the city perhaps in 1122. Sabino's origins are far from certain since his surname is not mentioned, but it is likely that he was also from Northern French birth. Furthermore, in a document which is dated October 1124, Rotrou also appears, without Robert being mentioned, as witness to a donation by Alfonso to one of his vassals in Zaragoza. 111 112 This charter confirms Robert's position as ruler of Tudela and as Rotrou's representative, who is in turn acknowledged as vassal of Alfonso I who still holds his title of Emperor from his marriage to Urraca of Castile-Leon. Orderic Vitalis informs us that Rotrou led an army made up of Franks and Gascons against a fortress named Peña Cadiella (Benicadell). 113 Although this expedition is not recorded in any contemporary Iberian source, it is likely that as Lacarra and more recently Lema have pointed out it was launched against a hill protecting a passage between Valencia and Alicante. Its strategic importance was obvious enough to have been planned by Alfonso himself as a preamble to his great venture against Al-Andalus the following year. 114 Lacarra dated the raid to the winter of 1124 and 1125. According to documentary evidence quoted by Lacarra, Galindo Sanchez, the leader of the confraternity of Balchite, who Orderic names simply as Galindo, was back in Aragon in spring 1125. 115 Galindo seems to have gained a great standing among his comrades since Orderic applauses his valour defending the fortress against a counter-offensive. 116 Orderic claims that Rotrou returned to his domains with most of his retinue on 1125 and therefore, he was not involved in Alfonso's expedition in Andalusia. Orderic says that Alfonso's reason for this venture was partly out of envy for Rotrou's successes. 117 Orderic Vitalis's source of information was probably gathered from eyewitnesses. Nelson has suggested that these may have been Sylvester of Saint-Calais and Reginald of Ballieul-en-Gouffren, for Orderic mentions these two relatively unimportant noble participants.
118 Misunderstandings of these two may have coloured and helped Orderic to over-emphasise the importance of Rotrou's achievements in comparison to those of the Aragonese monarch. Sylvester's position in Uncastillo is noted in a document dated March 1125, confirming his involvement in Iberia.
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In a charter dated February 28, 1126, Rotrou is established in possession of the Castle of Tudela. 120 Interestingly, towards the end of this text the scribe states that: "tempore quo rex Adefonsus erat in host in Tudela trouis agonese multa gente pagana". 121 It seems Robert had been left in situ at Tudela's castle. It is, therefore, possible to infer that he was somehow considered trustworthy enough by both Rotrou and Alfonso to be left in charge of this vulnerable frontier town. This document also helps to confirm Orderic's claim that Rotrou was back in Normandy. Similarly to his fellow Norman Guy de Fresnel, who had been left in charge of the strategic frontier castle of Harim in the borderlands of Antioch by Tancred of Houteville in the aftermath of the First Crusade, Robert's desire for extra loot from an expedition as promising as Alfonso's raid of Al-Andalus was outweighed by his feudal and crusader obligations in defence of the city. 122 Perhaps his trustworthiness made him more appealing as a candidate for the protection of Tarragona.
In a charter published by Muñoz y Romero dated 1127, Alfonso the Battler gives the fueros to Tudela and its neighbours, mentioning as usual both Rotrou and Robert. 123 In this charter Robert's position as alcaite suggests that he was in charge of the castle and perhaps the defence of the city. The document explains as follow: 'Robert Bordet alchaite in illo castello de Tudela'.
124 Duran Pixon, as in earlier charters, is mentioned as justice. Walter de Guidvilla is also mentioned in possession of the locality of Borota (Bureta). This shows how Rotrou's less well known followers were also rewarded with lands and possessions in Aragon. In Walter's case he is cited in further six charters dating from 1127 to 1131 possessing lands and as a guarantor of royal donations. 125 His rank seems to have grown enough to be considered as one of the witnesses of the fueros of Zaragoza, Tudela, and Araciel. 
Rotrou's return
Furthermore, it seems that by December 1128, Rotrou was back in Iberia since in a document dated then (which only exists in a sixteenth-century copy), he was granted the town and Castle of Corella by Alfonso, therefore making it unlikely that he was absent at the time. 127 Lema has pointed out that the donation was given as recompense for services provided by the Norman to the Aragonese monarch. However, this is not clear in the charter especially regarding the fact that Rotrou had not been in Iberia for three years.
128 Also, in the fueros granted to the Frankish settlers of the town of San Saturino of Pamplona dated September 1129, Rotrou appears as a witness. 129 Of course it was in 1129, when Robert received the city and the area of Tarragona as an ecclesiastical fiefdom. The last document in which Robert and Rotrou are mentioned in possession of Tudela is dated November 1131. 130 By the latter date, however, Robert was already prince of Tarragona and was more likely living in the Catalan city or travelling back and fourth. 131 The fact that Rotrou is mentioned as a vassal of Alfonso in all the charters also seems to confirm Nelson's theory that Rotrou did not hold the town under complete autonomy from Alfonso, as it is claimed in the fourteenth-century Chronicle of San Juan de la Peña. 132 Rotrou keeps appearing as lord of Tudela until 1134. With the death of Alfonso, the count of Perche seems to have finally decided to quit his Iberian entanglements and return home to Normandy.
Robert Burdet and Tarragona
The granting of property, special rights and freedoms was intended to attract settlers from the older and more secure Christian territories to the newly-conquered cities and lands on the frontiers of Christendom. 133 Although the evidence suggests that Robert had little to do with the running of the government of Tudela apart from being a witness in all the charters, he may have learned Iberian ways for resettling. 134 In addition, the charters suggest that Robert was close to Rotrou of Perche, being given the charge of this important outpost. 135 Oleguer's reasons for choosing Robert as prince of Tarragona are hard to pinpoint with great certainty. It is likely that he preferred to choose a foreign knight over a local Catalan to avoid raising local disputes. The Iberian cleric might have come to the conclusion on the other hand that a landless Norman knight would be more easily controlled since he did not have an important power-base nearby. Canon Blanch in his Arxiepiscopologi claims that Oleguer chose Robert on the recommendation of his suffragan in Osona. 136 The bishop of Vic as it has been noted did possess the Church of Saint Saviour in the outskirts of Tarragona, so he was obviously interested in the establishment of some security in the area. 137 McCrank suggests in his article that Oleguer might have met Robert when he was in Aragon c. 1122, confirming Alfonso's short-lived Military Order of Balchite. 138 However, the historical record does not confirm beyond doubt that Robert was in Aragon by that date. It is more likely that Ramon Berenguer III or Alfonso I or one of their vassals suggested Rotrou for the post of prince of the city. Additionally, Rotrou in turn might have recommended his lieutenant instead for the post, since he was probably planning to return to his county of Perche. Alfonso I was certainly acquainted with the Norman as the charters of Tudela imply. 139 Moreover, the count of Barcelona might have met Robert when Alfonso I unsuccessfully tried to conquer Lleida. Alfonso's attempt to take the city started in February 1123 and it is known that by April, Robert and Rotrou were already in possession of Tudela.
Robert's appointment as prince of Tarragona by Archbishop Oleguer in 1129 was confirmed by a charter which gave him the title and secular powers to rule the city. This charter survives in a fourteenth-century copy at the archive of the Crown of Aragon in Barcelona. This document makes reference to the donation in which Count Ramon Berenguer III had given Archbishop Oleguer full sovereignty. 140 More importantly, it claims that this donation had been accepted and ratified by the papacy, which suggests that the territory of Tarragona had become a part of the patrimony of St Peter, reviving Gregory VII's claims of over-lordship of the conquered lands of Iberia. 141 
The title of "Prince"
In the charter which echoes the conditions of a coronation, the archbishop conferred on Robert the title of prince under his suzerainty and the consent of the count of Barcelona. Although the charter does not give any clear indication of any power relationship between the Norman prince and the count of Barcelona, it does confirm that the land had originally been granted by the latter. This acknowledgement left open the possibility that he might still have some rights over the territory. 142 There is a section which also emphasises Robert's responsibility as protector of the metropolitan centre. Perhaps Robert's role as alcaite in Tudela was what Oleguer intended while giving him a more grand title to entice the Norman to stay in the more exposed frontier town. The prelate was also emphasising the position of the new prince and making it clear that ultimate sovereign power over the principality would still rest with himself. Giving all the secular powers over land in the principality, the archbishop guaranteed Robert and his heirs' rights over the city, its people, lands, villages, mountains and sea. Moreover, the document gave Robert the responsibility of upholding the laws as well as legislating in accordance to local customs. It also maintains that all the laws would be enacted and have to be agreed by both the archbishop and the prince. 143 The document certainly gave the Norman prince the ability to introduce some of his own Norman customs. There is, however, no sign that he did. Yet in 1149 his legislative powers were limited by Archbishop Bernard Tort who brought Tarragona under the same legal framework as the county of Barcelona. This may suggest that Robert introduced laws that were disliked by the count while the Tarragonese see had remained vacant after the death of Oleguer in 1137.
Archbishop Oleguer kept complete control over all the ecclesiastical institutions, lands and rights. 144 Robert guaranteed the freedom of the clergy and their families from any secular persecution. 145 This section was intended to pledge the autonomy of the church within the state, in accordance with the Cluniac beliefs of church independence, which were by the early twelfth century firmly established in Catalonia. It was also logical for Oleguer to put these conditions in place from the beginning of the foundation of the state since this was a common area of dispute between the secular and ecclesiastical authorities as part of the rising power of the Church in the aftermath of the Gregorian reform. The title of princeps (prince) given to Robert by the archbishop is unusual in a Catalan context of the early twelfth century (although not in other parts of western Europe), but according to Jordà Fernández it is a good example of the introduction of Roman Justinian law into Catalonia. 146 It was probably intended to emphasise the fact that the new secular protector of Tarragona was a vassal of Rome and therefore under the jurisprudence of the Pope as inheritor of the power of the emperors, a claim that had been used by Popes with regards to Iberia since the pontificate of Gregory VII. 147 If this is the case, it certainly shows an early adoption of Roman concepts in the legal framework of Catalonia. 148 Although the title is used throughout Robert's rule over Tarragona in the latter years of his life, he also appears as comes probably as the count of Barcelona started to reclaim his over-lordship over the city. Moreover, in 1137 the new count of Barcelona, Ramon Berenguer IV, started to use the title of Prince in Aragon as part of his marriage alliance with Queen Patronilla, daughter of Ramiro II of that kingdom. The union of the two most powerful realms of eastern Iberia certainly placed more pressure on the independence of the Norman principality. 149 According to Orderic Vitalis, after receiving the new fiefdom, Robert travelled to Rome to get a confirmation and to convince Pope Honorius II to free him of any secular overlordship which might have been suggested under Oleguer's donation. Then he went on to Normandy to raise some of his countrymen to help him guard his new city from the Muslim threat, while he left his valiant wife Sybil to defend the city. 150 According to Flórez and subsequent historians, this trip must have taken place in 1129, soon after the Norman knight had accepted the donation. 151 Sybil seems to exemplify the wives of crusaders who went to the Holy Land, keeping charge of their husband's lands and properties in their absence. However, in Sybil's case, it seems that the roles were reversed since she stayed in the conquered land defending their new territories while her husband returned to his homeland to recruit followers. 152 Orderic is the only source for Robert's visit to Rome and Normandy, therefore it is difficult to corroborate his claims. However, there are no charters from 1130, in which he appears as witness which could indicate his absence. Orderic was probably completing his chronicle around the time when Robert visited Normandy, which perhaps indicates that the Norman adventurer was one of the sources for his narrative. On the other hand, Orderic does not tell us how successful Robert's mission was. It is likely that Robert might have convinced several knights since he was able to aid Alfonso I the Battler in his campaign against Fraga (1135). 153 Also, Robert managed to protect the city until there were enough settlers in the area. The exact number of participants is uncertain due to the lack of documentary evidence from the period between 1129-1146. 154 However, there are a number of donations, which according to Blanch, were made by Robert and his second wife Agnes to several settlers of unknown origin. 
Conclusion
The Norman involvement in the Ebro frontier in the first half of the twelfth century shows how this theatre began to attract a number of crusaders from various areas of Europe, soon after the successes in the East. The Normans and their Anglo-Norman successors in England by the 1140's were not only acquainted with the Iberian struggle but were actively being encouraged to participate with promises of both temporal and sacred rewards. It is noticeable that in the two sieges of Lisbon 1142 156 and 1147 157 as well as that of Tortosa 1148 158 many Anglo-Normans were involved. It is unlikely that they were unaware of the achievements of Rotrou and his followers two decades earlier. Therefore, these earlier groups of Normans helped make the Iberian frontier a legitimate area in the rapid development of the crusading theology of the first half of the twelfth century. 159 The acquisition of lands for permanent settlement by Robert Burdet and Walter de Guidvilla also showed successive waves of crusaders about the potential for material rewards in the Iberian frontier. On the other hand, Rotrou and his followers were the last group of Norman crusaders to travel to Iberia through the land route. With the rise of the Latin States, it seems that most Norman and Anglo-Norman crusaders who participated in the Iberian conflict from 1142 onwards did so by sea, shifting to a certain degree their interest towards the western side of the peninsula. However, this did not stop them from getting involved in the Iberian Levant as was the case of the crusade of Tortosa 1148 and perhaps the thirteen-century conquest of Valencia. 
